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Best Practice: Security for District Offices located in non-GSA/Federal buildings

Member: Jeff Miller, FL01
Member Office Contact: Dan McFaul (COS) 

How it works:
· Item 1: Contact local FBI office and ask for risk assessment.  They will come to district offices, survey the layout, and assess any potential issues. FBI will liaison with local authorities, be it Sherriff’s office or Chief of Police to establish a joint response effort for emergency calls into Congressional office. Agents will prepare advice on escape, lock-down, and general staff response to threatening situation (out of control constituent, physical threat, attack on fellow staff members, verbal abuse by office visitor, etc.) They can come to the local office to train staff on their findings and advice.  

The Benefits:
· Item 1: District staff not in federal or GSA designed buildings can be at an elevated risk of attack by threatening constituents.  Having a plan and having these practices in place may help prevent injury or even the lives of vulnerable Congressional Staff members in unsecure buildings/locations.  

How to Do It:
· Item 1: Contact local FBI officials and ask for this assessment
· Item 2: Establish a written Standard Operating Procedure for staff that outlines response to various threats, be it suspicious mail received, threatening phone calls into the office, or even gunshots heard in the building, based on the FBI training. Make sure staff reviews this manual periodically so that they are familiar with procedure. 
· Item 3: Establish a relationship with the local Sherriff or Chief of Police’s office.  Ask if they can drive through the area that the Congressional office is located or see if they can have deputies periodically stop by to establish a visual presence in the Congressional office. 


Best Practices Office Contact:
Brendan Belair, brendan.belair@mail.house.gov, 202-225-3864
Rep. John Carter, Secretary		409 Cannon House Office Building
House Republican Conference		Washington, DC 20515
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