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Best Practice: Affordable Constituent List Acquisition

Member: Congressman John Carter (TX-31)

How it works:
· The office calls the Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Department of Veteran Affairs (VA), local chamber of commerce chapters, and their Secretary of State to request constituent addresses and phone numbers.  

· USDA provides lists of individuals who receive agricultural benefits. The VA provides list of veterans who are recently discharged, receive educational benefits, or receive disability benefits. 

· Local chamber of commerce chapters provide small business lists that members can mail. The voter file provides a list of all the registered voters in your district, which allows for targeted outreach to specific geographic communities, seniors, women, etc. 
 
· Members can acquire email addresses for these coalitions by hiring vendors to append names with email addresses (rate is usually .15 cents per record). 
The Benefits:

· Rather than pay a vendor for this service, lists from these sources are inexpensive (states usually charge for the voter file, and the agencies may charge a small processing fee).

· Members can speak directly to constituents about the issues they care about. 
How to Do It:
· For the USDA list email RA.mokansasc2.fsakcfoia@one.usda.gov or call Barbara Clark (816-926-2636) or Amber Ross (816-926-6371) with any questions. You will need to tell them the counties in your district, and then modify the list accordingly. 
· For the VA list call John Chambers at 202-461-7463 or Sheila Askew at 202-461-7467. You will need a list of zip codes in your congressional district. The VA list is delivered free of charge.  
· Carter Office Contact: Beau Brunson, beau.brunson@mail.house.gov, 202-225-3864

Rep. John Carter, Secretary
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