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Rep. Carter is introducing the POLICE Act to authorize the use of COPS grants within the Department of Justice for active shooter response training. 

Background: 
Under current law, The Community Oriented Policing Service (COPS) program was created in 1994 and as an amendment to the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968. Since then, COPS has provided a variety of programs to integrate and train State, Local, and Tribal police throughout the nation to address specific problem areas and emerging threats.  Yet, active shooter training is not one of them.  

COPS grants are a vital tool used to hire and train police officers to conduct anti-terror and security work, but they have not evolved to address the active shooter threat we face today.  Several grants have been awarded to train State, Local, and Tribal Law enforcement through the Bureau of Justice Assistance VALOR program, yet gaps still remain. With the ever increasing possibility of copycat criminals attempting to kill people in public areas, the danger grows every day – we must be ready.  

Solution:
The POLICE Act expands on the current use of COPS grants to include Active Shooter Response training.  This provides the Department of Justice flexibility to use COPS grant to support law enforcement and medical personnel with training designed to respond to active shooter events plaguing our country. 

The deadly attacks in Killeen, Fort Hood, San Bernardino, Sandy Hook, Washington, D.C., Virginia Tech, and Paris are cruel reminders of the threat active shooters are to society.  Sadly, many first responders believe it is not if, but when, extremists will again terrorize our businesses, schools, and families.  The threat is real – we must be prepared.

Talking Points:

· This bill does not propose spending increases.
· The Bill makes no changes to the Bureau of Justice Assistance VALOR program. 
· The Bill amends the 1994 COPS grant program to deal with current threats.
· This bill provides DOJ the flexibility within current grant funding to combat active shooters.
· Preparation and rapid response are key to stopping active shooter threats and saving lives – we must prepare our first responders. 
· COPS grant funding must evolve to meet our current threat environment.
· The POLICE Act – will help first responders stop active shooters and save lives.
