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Carter in the News
 

Carter Wins Transportation Subcommittee Seat

Congressman John Carter will play an important role in the 111th Congress on national transportation issues for Texas, according to KWTX in Waco.  “Our state leads the nation in highway miles and has one of the largest populations, and to have our transportation needs represented at the committee level in the House by a single member would place us at a distinct disadvantage, especially with our incoming President seeking a major expansion in highway funding,” Carter said…  

Marlin officials applaud new jobs to be created from changing old VA building to prison hospital
A $500,000 grant made possible by Congressman John Carter and Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison will help create new jobs in Marlin, according to the Waco Tribune (1/16, Dennis).  “After a nearly two-year standstill, officials are taking small steps toward starting the renovation of the old Marlin Veteran Affairs hospital.

“Ownership of the former Thomas Connally Veteran Affairs Medical Center will be officially transferred to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice in a ceremony at 9:30 a.m. today. The agency will renovate the facility into a hospital for female prisoners…”
Does 'Rangel Rule' Cover Geithner 

Congressman Carter believes the double standard on tax penalties being applied to politicians and political appointnees like Treasury Secretary-nominee Tim Geithner should end, according to Human Events.  “Treasury Secretary-nominee Tim Geithner faced a somnambulent crowd of Democrats and partially-animated Republicans in his confirmation hearing before the Senate Finance Committee yesterday.  Questioning was focused on his failure to pay personal income taxes for several years, failure to pay employment taxes for a housekeeper and his employment of a housekeeper who was in this country illegally.  As Treasury secretary, Geithner would oversee the IRS.”

 “These were careless mistakes,” Geithner told the committee when asked about his failure to pay self-employment taxes from 2001-2004 while working at the International Monetary Fund.  “These were avoidable mistakes, but they were unintentional.  I should have been more careful.  I take full responsibility for them. … I have gone back and corrected these errors and paid what I owed…”

Official Releases
CARTER WINS KEY SEAT ON TRANSPORTATION SUBCOMMITTEE

(WASHINGTON, DC)  Texas Congressman John Carter (R-31) will be one of only two Texans in the U.S. House of Representatives to serve on key transportation committees, and the only Republican, following his appointment today to the Transportation Subcommittee of the powerful House Appropriations Committee.

"I'm deeply honored, and relieved for the Great State of Texas, to receive this appointment," says Carter, a former state judge from Round Rock. "Our state leads the nation in highway miles and has one of the largest populations, and to have our transportation needs represented at the committee level in the House by a single member would place us at a distinct disadvantage, especially with our incoming President seeking a major expansion in highway funding."

Carter, Secretary of the House Republican Conference, was elected to his fourth term in Congress in November.

Carter Works with Texas Department of Transportation to Push Lone Star Highway Projects under Stimulus Plans

(WASHINGTON, DC) – U.S. Rep. John Carter (R-TX31) is working with the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) to push Congress for up to $6 billion in “shovel ready” highway projects for Texas as part of a national economic stimulus package. 

Carter met with TXDOT officials this week in Washington to discuss the importance that Texas gets its fair share of any highway infrastructure economic stimulus funds.   Carter is the only Texas Republican serving on any transportation committee in the House, as a member of the Transportation Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee.   

Texas has the highest number of requested highway projects in the nation to be potentially funded under a national economic stimulus plan, and the third highest dollar request of any state.  TXDOT officials have submitted 853 projects at a cost of $6.0184 billion dollars, according to data from the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  All projects submitted for stimulus-funding consideration must be capable of being contracted within 120 days. 

“It is critical that Texas submitted these highway requests in time for consideration,” says Carter, “and equally critical for our state to continue pushing to make sure we get our fair share.  Texas has been a ‘donor’ state every year since the current federal highway funding system was created, historically receiving less than what we pay into the system.  We can’t allow ourselves to be shortchanged in any economic stimulus plan.”
Temple Fire and Rescue Wins $433,000 Federal Grant for Additional Firefighters

(WASHINGTON, DC) – U.S. Rep. John Carter (R-TX31) today announced the City of Temple Fire and Rescue will receive a $433,520 federal grant to allow the city to hire up to 4 new firefighters. 

“More trained firefighters means quicker response time,” says Carter, “and that translates into saved lives and property.”  The city will receive the funds under a grant from the Federal Emergency and Management Agency (FEMA).  The SAFER Grant (Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response) was created to provide funding directly to fire departments and volunteer firefighter interest organizations in order to help them increase the number of trained, "front-line" firefighters available in their communities. 

Temple City Manager David Blackburn says the program will increase public safety in Temple.  “This grant will put more trained, front-line firefighters in the stations and on the streets in Temple, which is exactly what both the federal program and our local strategic plan calls for,” says Blackburn.  “I am very appreciative of FEMA for the award of this grant and to Congressman Carter's office for their support and work on this grant.  It will make a difference in Temple.”

Temple Station Number 8 will be a direct beneficiary of the new personnel, according to Chief Lonzo Wallace of Temple Fire and Rescue. “Temple Fire & Rescue is thankful for being selected as a grant recipient.  This will help us provide necessary resources for our growing community.  This is an important first step as we work towards staffing firefighters for station #8.”

Opinions 


Below is a link that will take you to an audio clip of the GOP News Conference on the upcoming stimulus package that ABC News chose not to air.  Congressman John Carter, the House Republican Conference Secretary, delivered the following remarks.
“CONFERENCE SECRETARY JOHN CARTER: As everyone has said, the president yesterday challenged us to work together to try to do something about the economy.
The folks back home were sitting watching this on television, and I think they were encouraged. But I also think that the average American citizen truly believes that we cannot afford a $1 trillion mistake. And that's an issue we've got to -- that oversees all of this.
We will avoid that mistake by working together to come up with meaningful ways to really stimulate the economy and really create jobs and jobs that will last -- not just short-term government -- increase in government -- the size of our government, but the real jobs that feed and clothe and house our families across this country. That's what the American taxpayer's thinking about. That's what the average American citizen is thinking about.
And he is challenging us not to make that $1 trillion mistake. I think this is important; I think that's what we, as Republicans, are trying to go forward with a plan to offer, as a way to work together, to come up with solutions the way the president has directed us.
This is our condition and this is our goal.”
Original Audio Clip:  http://republicanleader.house.gov/UploadedFiles/01-21-09_GOP_Leadership_Presser.mp3
