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LETTER FROM THE CONGRESSMAN

Dear Friends,

Yesterday Congress adjourned for the next two weeks as we begin the Easter recess and
district work period. I look forward to spending time back in Central Texas with many of you
during the extended holiday recess discussing your thoughts and concerns.

I wish the recess brought with it better news to report from Washington, but Democrats in the
past two weeks have run roughshod over conservatives in Congress in an effort to fulfill their
tax-and-spend agenda. The emergency war supplemental bill was passed by the House and
Senate, but only after liberals filled it with over $20 billion in pork spending. In addition, they
passed a budget for Fiscal Year 2008 which contains the largest tax increases in American his-

tory.
Despite these excesses in government, my conservative colleagues and I, will continue to ex-

ert pressure on Democrats to use taxpayer money in a responsible manner, support our troops,
and reduce the size of the federal government.

Until next week,
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FIGHTING FOR A LOWER
TAX BURDEN

In last week’s column I discussed the Democrats Fiscal Year 2008
budget which was passed by Congress this week despite strong
opposition from fiscal conservatives like me. In addition to that,

I would like to highlight certain new taxes in the budget and
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The largest year-to-year appropriations increase in history is also




supplemental. The Democrats proposed another increase of $22.5 billion in non-defense, non-
emergency annual appropriations for 2008. In less than six months of the new Democrat major-
ity in the House of Representatives, we have already added $50 billion dollars in proposed new
spending.

P Sadly, this doesn’t surprise me, but I think the folks in Texas need to know where their hard-
earned money is going. It is important that each of you recognize what this means for you. The
average tax hike for Texans, affecting almost 8 million of us, will be $2,755. Just think what
you could do with that $2,755 dollars in your pocket if it weren’t for the Democrat majority

in the next few years. Maybe you’d pay fees and uniform costs for your child’s little league;
maybe you would have that recital for your son or daughter’s music. Perhaps you would put a
down payment on that new pickup you wanted. This money might also serve as a house pay-
ment or two, or pay for that special family vacation.

People used to ask Republicans when we were in the majority, “What have you done for us up
there?” Here is a great example of one thing that was being done on your behalf. For the past
12 years, Republicans fought off this type of tax increase that is a hallmark of the Democratic
Party. So if you look back to the Republican tax cuts, which are the tax cuts Democrats are
rolling back, you have $16,530 extra dollars in your pocket today because we have been fight-
ing to keep the Democrats’ tax plan from coming to fruition. But now they have the votes to
get it done.

For 12 years, conservative principles fought off tax increases that depress economic growth and
allow government to grow. But now conservatives are in the minority and our ability to fight
these kinds of tax increases is very limited. Basically we don’t have the votes to defeat these
increases unless we get help from a few Democrats, which is unlikely. So, as you look at your
bills on the kitchen table, or the things that you would spend $2,755 on next year, remember,
this is the consequence of where we are in the Congress today. Rest assured that I will continue
to fight for our Central Texas values, and do all I can to work with the Democrats to fight waste-
ful spending, support our troops, and keep this country safe.

DISCHARGE PETITION TO LEND SUPPORT TO TROOPS

This past week I signed a petition instructing Democratic leaders to bring legislation written
by Rep. Sam Johnson (R - Texas) to the House floor that pledges Congress’s full support of
America’s troops in harm’s way.

Congressman Johnson’s proposal is uncomplicated by unnecessary funding requests and gets
straight to the heart of the matter — our troops deserve the resources they need to accomplish the
mission we sent them to complete. By bogging down the emergency spending bill with unre-
lated domestic projects, the Democrats have turned this routine request into a political game,
further delaying our ability to send our troops in combat the tools and reinforcements necessary
to do their jobs. By signing the petition to bring Mr. Johnson’s bill to the floor for a vote, my
colleagues and I are simply asserting that the Democrats lend their unwavering support to the
fighting men and women protecting our livelihoods.

A discharge petition is a tool lawmakers can use to bring a bill out of committee and to the
House floor for a vote without the consent or cooperation of the majority leadership. A petition
requires 218 signatures, a majority of the House, to be successful.

LISTEN TO MY WEEKLY RADIO ADDRESS
Please click on the link below to listen to my most recent weekly radio address that was sent
to local radio and television stations. This installment covers my continued concern with the
Democrats plan to increase taxes.

http://carter.house.gov/multimedia/




U.S.STATE DEPARTMENT WARNS OF PASSPORT DELAYS

In case you missed it, last week the State Department announced that it is experiencing an
extreme backlog in issuing passports due to record demand. Applications for passports are 44

| percent higher than this time last year and despite hiring more passport adjudicators, the State

i\, Department is advising citizens to allow 9-10 weeks for routine processing and 3-4 weeks for ex-
PApedited processing. In the past, citizens were advised to allow 6 weeks for routine and 2 weeks
for expedited service.

Assisting constituents with passport requests is one of the many services my district offices
provide. We have noticed a significant backlog in recent passport applications since air traffic
between the U.S., Canada, and Mexico now requires a passport. Because of these factors, please
plan your passport requests with plenty of time before your departure date.

For passport assistance, citizens can go online at http://www.travel.state.gov or call the State
Department passport hotline at 1-877-487-2778 from 6:00 a.m. to 11 p.m. CST, Monday-Friday,
except on federal holidays. Residents of District 31 in Texas may contact my Round Rock office
at 512-246-1600 or the Temple office at 254-933-1392 for further assistance.

SUPPORTING INCREASED VETERANS’ SERVICES

This past week I voted for three pieces of legislation aimed at providing increased services for
America’s veterans, including a suicide prevention program, less stringent requirements for vi-
sion benefits, and increased compensation to disabled veterans. All three bills passed the House.

Our veterans deserve the best care we can give them, especially those who have suffered a casu-
alty in combat. The heroes who have put their lives at risk defending or country should certainly
have access to such basic services as vision benefits and mental health assistance. These bills
will offer greater accessibility for our veterans to get the treatment and support they need.

H.R. 327, the Joshua Omvig Veterans Suicide Prevention Act, develops and implements a com-
prehensive program designed to reduce the number of suicides among veterans. Over the course
of combat operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, there has been a growing concern with the number
of suicides that have occurred in soldier and veteran population of these operations. For calendar
year 2005, the suicide rate for Iraqi veterans was 19.9 per 100,000 soldiers, considerably higher
than the national average, and the Army’s overall reported rate of 13.1 per 100,000.

H.R. 797 improves compensation benefits for veterans in certain cases of impairment of vi-
sion involving both eyes, and for other purposes. The bill lowers the requirement for receiving
disability compensation through the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for veterans with eye
impairments as a result of service-connected or non-service-connected disability. VA currently
requires that a veteran be legally blind in order to receive disability. This move will bring VA in
line with other Federal agencies, such as Medicare and Social Security, which do not maintain
this strict standard.

H .R. 1284, the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2007, increases
some types of payments to disabled veterans, their families, and their dependants to account

for increases in the cost of living. Payments eligible for the increase include wartime disability
compensation, compensation to surviving spouses and children of veterans who die of service-
connected causes, additional compensation for dependants and clothing allowances. Congress
has provided annual increases in the payments to disabled veterans and their families for every
fiscal year since 1976. The veterans’ disability compensation program is designed to provide
compensation for the loss in financial support that veterans, their families, and dependants suffer
as result of disabilities incurred or aggravated by military service.




